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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health, 
Sanitary  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  1955* 

The  information  therein  is,  as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with  such  added  matter 
deemed  necessary  for  record  and  your  information. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Population,  as  assessed  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  mid  1955 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings. 

Rateable  Value  May  12th,  1955* 

Product  of  one-penny  Rate. 


45,434  acres. 

23,570. 

7,463. 

£.173 ,146  • 

£6  67. 


Growth  of  Population. 


Year 

Population 

1951 

22,800 

1952 

22,940 

1953 

23,010 

1954 

23,280 

1955 

23,570 

Inhabited  Average  persons 

Houses.  per  house. 


6744 

3.38 

6881 

3.33 

7105 

3.24 

7315 

3.13 

7463 

3.16 

(1) 
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BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

156 

164 

320 

Illegitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Total 

161 

172 

333 

This  constitutes  a  corrected  Birth-rate  of  15*2  per  1000  population. 
The  average  for  the  whole  country  in  1955  was  15*0. 

Of  the  333  births  accredited  to  the  District  100  occurred  within 
the  District,  cared  for  by  the  local  General  Practitioners  and  District 

Nurse  s. 


No  details  are  available  for  Births  occurring  outside  the  District, 
e.g,  in  Bristol  Hospitals;  however  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
proportion  of  Hospital  admission  for  childbirth  increases  with  the 
nearness  to  Bristol. 


Parish 

Populat 

Back we 11 

2223 

Br ockley 

380 

Clapton-in- 

Gordano 

265 

Bundry 

757 

Ea st on-in- Gordano 

3  046 

Long  Ashton 

3358 

Wraxall 

1907 

Yatt on 

2951 

Still  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

No  details  are  available, 
births,  i.e.  40.0  per  1000. 


DEATHS . 

Infant  Deaths. 

Age . 

Under  1  week. 

1  to  4  weeks 
1  to  6  months 
6  to  12  months 

Total  under  One  Year. 


on.  Local  Births. 

7 

5 

4 

7 

20 

4 

7 

16 


Male 

Female 

Total 

7 

7 

14 

7 

7 

14 

This 

is  a  high 

proportion  of  total 

Mai  e 

Female 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

1 

- 

1 

7 

1 

8 

The  7  early  deaths  were  all  due  either  to  prematurity  or  difficult 
birth;  6  in  Hospitals  and  the  other  was  a  very  early  premature  in  a 
country  village. 


All  these  were  legitimate  children. 
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(continued ) . 
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All  ages  and  causes. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year  was  270;  of  these  134 
were  Male-  and  13  6  Female.  This  gives  an  uncorrected  Death  Rate  of 
11.6,  but  when  corrected  for  the  local  distribution  of  ages  of  popu¬ 
lation  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  whole  of  the  Country  the  figure 
10.2  per  1000  population.  That  for  England  and  Wales  for  1955  was  11.7. 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


Under  1  year  8 
1  and  under  5  1 
5  and  under  15  3 
15  and  under  25  5 
25  and  under  45  14 
45  and  under  65  62 
65  and  under  75  55 
75  and  upwards  123 

All  Ages  270  ( 


CAUSES. 


Tuberculosis  respiratory 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Stomach. 

6 

4 

10 

Lung,  Bronchus. 

2 

1 

3 

Breast 

— 

3 

3 

Uteru  s 

- 

1 

1 

Other 

10 

18 

28 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  Nervous  System 

15 

24 

39 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

31 

21 

52 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

6 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

24 

32 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

6 

11 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

12 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Pregnancy 

— 

-} 

_L 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

- 

3 

Other  and  illdefined  diseases 

17 

7 

24 

Motor  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

All  other  accidents 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide 

4 

2 

6 

All  causes 

132 

136 

270 

Commentary. 


Of  this  total  39  (M-15;  F-24)  occur  in  Institutions  as  follours;- 


B  cur  ton  Grange 
Belmont  House 
Cambridge  House 
Barrow  Hospital 
Leigh  Court 
Yatton  Hall 
Ham  Green  Hospital 


3 

3 

6 

24 

I 

1 

1  Total  39. 


Most  of  those  at  Barrow  Hospital  are  hardly  permanent  residents  of 
this  District. 
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DEATHS .  (continued) 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

3  were  killed  when  riding  bicycles;  one  (1)  as  a  pedestrian, 
1  while  riding  pillion  on  a  motor-cycle  and  the  other  while 
riding  his  motor-cycle. 

Suicide . 


The  ages  were  as  foliows:- 

Males  42,  48,  49  &  62.  Hanging  (2);  Gunshot  (2). 

Females  23  &  57.  Poisoning;  Coal  Gas. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Disease . 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
paratyphoid  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Meningococcal  Infection 

Dysentery 
Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Other  diseases 

*  Un-notified  cases. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Isolated  cases  occurred  in  3  Parishes,  but  six  of  the  cases  were  in 
Yatton.  The  first  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital  on  the  12th  September, 
but  notification  did  not  reach  me  until  after  his  discharge,  on  November 
29th.  It  would  seem  possible  that  stricter  measures  of  isolation  or 
segregation  of  contacts  of  that  case  might  have  prevented  the  spread  of 
the  infection,  although  it  is  difficult  to  establish  the  path  of 
transmi ssi on. 


Total 

Notified. 

296' 

11 

3 

1 

1 


Admitted  to 
Hospital . 

1 

5 


Total 
Deaths. 
1  * 


3 

45 

10 

1 

10 


1 

9 


1  * 


2 

31 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  the 

following 

Male 

new  notifications  in  the  District: 

Female  Total 

Pulmonary 

4 

3 

7 

N on-pulmonary 

1 

3 

4 

Total 

5 

6 

11 

The  following 

were  transferred  from 

other  places 

Pulmonary 

8 

2 

10 

(4) 
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The  following  is  the  distribution  in  Parishes,  together  with  that  in 
1953*  The  figures  include  Pulmonary  cases  only. 


Parish 

1953 

1955 

Parish 

1953 

1955 

Abbots  Leigh 

6 

2 

Backwell 

6 

11 

Barrow  Gurney 

1 

2 

Brockley 

4 

1 

Clapt  on-in-Gordano 

3 

4 

Cleeve 

2 

2 

Dundry 

- 

3 

East on-in-Gordano 

20 

22 

PI  ax  B  our  ton 

6 

9 

Kingston  Seymour 

- 

- 

Long  Ashton 

17 

16 

Nail sea 

6 

7 

North  Weston 

5 

4 

Port  bury 

1 

1 

Tickenham 

- 

3 

Walt on-in-Gordano 

1 

- 

Winf  ord 

6 

7 

Wraxall 

13 

8 

Yatt  on 

20 

18 

Kenn  &  Walton  Nil. 

Totals;-  1953  117 

19' 5  5  120 

AOA/< J  H  rots/ 

The  Fla?:  B~ourt on  and  Yatton  figures  are  swollen  by  occupants  of 
Cambridge  House  and  Yatton  Hall. 

The  drop  in  the  Brockley  and  Wraxall  figures  represents  the 
rehousing  of  persons  with  a  history  of  tuberculosis  in  permanent  houses 
outside  of  those  parishes,  from  "temporary"  housing. 

The  surveillance  of  cases  under  County  direction  is  close  and 
contacts  are  checked  and  kept  under  observation.  Beyond  the  case  of  the 
returned  military  service  man,  a  source  of  infection  can  rarely  be 
identified. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMU NISaTI OH. 

The  following  figures  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  general  Medical  Practitioners 
or  at  School  or  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  injections  for  Primary 
Immunisation  during  the  year;- 


Age;  under  1  1 

2 

3 

4  5-9 

10-14 

Total 

180  87 

13 

5 

1  40 

— 

326 

Reinforcing  Injections; 

- 

All  between  ages  of 

5 

and  9 

174. 

Totals  immunised. 

Age  at  31.12.55*  Under 

1 

1 

2 

3  4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

i.e.  born  in  1955 

1954 

1953 

1952  1951 

50-46 

45-41 

under  15* 

9 

176 

239 

252  216 

1368 

266 

2526 

The  1951  census  showed  5121  children  under  15  out  of  a  total  popu¬ 
lation  in  the  District  of  22984;  thus  it  would  seem  that  under  half  of 
the  child  population  is  protected. 
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VAC Cl NATION  i Smallpox ). 

Numbers  vaccinated  during  the  year.  Primary  (P)  or  revaccinated  (R). 

Age  group.  under  1  1  2-4  5-14  15  &  over  Totals 

PR  PRPRPRP  R  PR 

136  -  6  -  6  -  6  6  3  20  157  27 

It  would  seem  that  those  children  missed  in  infancy  are  not  as 
willing  to  obtain  protection  at  sch ool-entering  age,  when  diphtheria 
immunisation  is  so  carefully  checked. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff  are  responsible 
for  the  active  operation  of  the  Health  Services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Acts  1946-1952.  These  include 

Venereal  Disease 
Tuberculosis 

Meternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 
Home  Helps 
Mental  Health 
Welfare  Poods 

Public  Health  Laboratories 

School  Medical  Service 

Immunisation,  including  Poliomyelitis 

Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  held  at  Ham  Green  Hospital,  Clevedon  and 
the  Central  Health  Clinic,  Bristol. 

Prevention  of  the  Break-up  of  Families. 

The  problem  of  the  Rent  defaulter  and  the  threat  of  Eviction  has, 
so  far,  been  successfully  dealt  with  in  the  occasional  case  after  confer¬ 
ence  between  Probation,  National  Assistance,  Welfare  Officers  and 
District  nurse.  Often  these  cases  occur  in  families  living  in  hutments 
and  it  will  need  courage  on  the  part  of  the  Housing  Committee  of  the 
Parish  concerned  to  rehouse  them  in  permanent  houses  when  the  Camps  are 
evacuated.  Although  the  demand  will  be  for  a  higher  rental,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  better  housing  conditions  and  their  presence  among  more 
respectable  and  fortunate  members  of  the  community  can  have  nothing  but 
a  good  effect  upon  them,  while  these  factors  must  improve  the  chances 
of  the  children  growing  up  to  be  better  citizens,  physically  and  morally. 

As  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  in  these 
cases  to  direct  mothers,  with  already  large  families,  to  the  Marriage 
Guidance  Clinic,  which  is  held  in  Bristol.  These  mothers,  often  very 
young,  have  already  shouldered  a  burden  beyond  their  capacity. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47 • 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  Section  of  the  Act.  Prompt 
and  active  co-operation  from  the  County  Welfare  Officer  has  been  given  in 
many  cases.  The  chronically  sick  aged  are  still  a  problem  and  hospital 
admission  is  very  difficult. 
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Water  Supply  has  generally  been  satisfactory  in  the  District,  both 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

Quality. 

Piped  water  supply,  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  is  carefully 
and  regularly  examined  by  the  Company  and  sampling  is  not  done  by  our 
staff.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  Plumbo- solvent  action  in  the 
District . 


Well  and  1  spring*  supply  is  rarely  found  uncontaminated,  due 
probably  to  breakdown  of  the  sealing  of  the  upper  walls  and  heavy 
manuring  of  gardens  and  fields. 


Quantity. 

The  dry  summer  has  brought  us  no  restriction  of  piped  water  supply. 
A  spring  at  ’The  Bottoms',  East  on- in- G or dan o,  which  dried  up  and 
contamination  of  the  roadside  spring-stream  in  Lower  Failand  required 
the  installation  of  tanks  and  water  cartage. 


Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains. 


(a)  Direct  to  Houses:- 

Number  of  Dwelling 
Populati on 

House  s 

6711 

22146 

By  means  of 

Number  of  Dwelling 

Houses 

143 

Standpipes:  - 

Population 

464 

(b)  Number  of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply:  - 


(i)  from  public  mains  2  0 

(ii)  from  private  sources  1 

(c)  Number  of  Parishes  without  any  piped  supply  NIL 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was  substituted  for: 


(i)  Well  water  79 

(ii)  Private  source  37 

(iii)  Other  34 


Water  supplies  from  Wells. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  bacteriologically  and  only 
one  found  satisfactory. 


Number  of  Wells  closed  46 

No.  of  Houses  dependent 

on  well  supply  226 

Extensions  or  Improvements  of  supplies  during  year . 

Parish.  Scheme .  Approximate 

Cost. 

Kingston  Seymour.  Further  extensions  of  Bristol  £5,876 

Waterworks  Company*  s  mains  to  out¬ 
lying  areas,  under  guarantee. 

Kenn  Extension  of  Bristol  Waterworks 

Company's  main  to  Kenn  Pier  under 
joint  guarantee  with  Clevedon 

U.D.C. 
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Extensions  or  Improvements  of  supplies  during  year. 

Parish.  Scheme. 


(contd. ) 

Approximate 

Cost. 


Brockley  Extension  of  Bristol  .r'aterworks 

Company’ s  mains  along  the  main 
Bristol  to  weston-super-Mare  Road 
to  points  near  Brockley  Hall  at 
Company's  own  expense. 


Winf  ord , Backwell 
and  Wring ton 
(Axbridge  R.D.C. 
area ) . 


Bristol  Waterworks  Company' s  main 
at  Lulsgate  Bottom  on  the  Bridgwater- 
Bristol  Road  was  linked  up  with  the 
Ax bridge  R.D.C.  main  supplying  the 
Downside  area  of  Backwell  and 
Wrington  parishes. 


future  Proposals. 

All  the  following  schemes  must  be  considered  in  Priority  I. 


Parish. 


W inf ord 


Dundry 


Walt on- in- 
Gordano. 


Wraxall 


Wal t  on- in- 
Gordano. 


Scheme .  Approximate 

Cost . 

Extension  of  Bristol  waterworks  Company’s  £9,188 

mains  to  Ridge-hill,  under  guarantee. 

Extension  of  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’ s  £4,000 

mains  to  East  Dundry,  under  guarantee. 

Extension  of  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’ s  £4,000 

mains  to  wal  ton  Bay  and  Walton  Down,  under 
guarantee. 

Provision  of  mains  supply  to  a  portion  of  £678 
Lower  Eailand  by  probable  arrangement  with 
the  Failand  House  Estate. 

Negotiations  between  Sir  Charles  W.  Miles, 

Bart.,  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  and 
the  Council  re  taking  over  by  the  Company  of 
the  private  estate  supply  system  now  serving 
Walton  village. 


Commentary. 


It  is  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  ”to  provide  a  supply 
of  wholesome  water  in  pipes  and  to  take  the  pipes  affording  the  supply 
to  such  places  as  will  enable  houses  and  schools  to  be  connected  at 
reasonable  cost”.  The  supply  to  outlying  groups  of  houses  is 
expensive  and  schemes  are  held  up  on  this  account,  and  from  the  policy 
of  the  Council  of  requiring  guarantees  from  potential  users  towards  the 
Council’ s  liability. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Of  the  21  Parishes  in  the  District,  the  following  are  supplied 
with  main  drainage  and  efficient  disposal  systems:- 


Backwell  -  excluding  Church  Lane. 

Cleeve  -  excluding  Plunder  Street. 

Long  Ashton 

North  Weston  -  excluding  Redcliffe  Bay  area. 

East  on- in- G or dan o  -  excluding  Easton  village,  i.e.  Pill 

and  Ham  Green  only. 

Flax  Bourton  -  small  part 

Cambridge  House,  Police  Station  and  Houses. 

Yatton. 

Works  for  the  Council  House  Estates  are  established  in:- 

Dundry  (Housing  Estate) 

East  on- in- Gordano  (Hutments  site) 

Lulsgate  (Hutments  site) 

Nail  sea  (Housing  Estate) 

Tickenham  (Housing  Estate) 

Wraxall  (Temporary  housing  estate  at  Tyntesfield  Park). 
(Failand  Housing  Estate ) . 


Winford  Hospital  has  its  own  Sewage  Works. 


Extensions  etc,  during  the  Year. 

Parish.  Work  done.  Cost. 

East  on- in- Gordano.  New  main  and  outfall  sewers  to  £16,471* 

replace  the  obsolete  and  flat 
portions  of  the  Pill  sewers  were 
laid. 

Flax  Bourton.  The  Disposal  Works  and  first  £4,647. 

instalment  of  the  sewers  were 
completed. 


Future  Proposals. 

The  following  Schemes  have  been  given  Priority  Number  1. 


Parish. 


Nail  sea 


Winford. 


Scheme .  Approximate 

Cost. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  £122,553 

major  portion  of  Parish.  Whole  v' 

scheme  approved  by  Ministry  but 
only  the  sewers  and  disposal  works 
necessary  for  the  Council1 s  pro¬ 
posed  Housing  Estate  and  the  Cider 
Works  are  allowed  as.  first  instal¬ 
ment.  Work  has  been  commenced. 


Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  £36,900 

Winford  village  and  Long  Cross  area 

of  Felton.  Joint  scheme  with  Clutton 

R.D.C.  for  the  siting  of  the  disposal 

works  in  the  Clutton  Rural  District  - 

the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  being 

interested  in  the  purity  of  the  Winford 

Brook.  Part  of  the  cost  to  be  borne  by 

the  Water  Company.  Scheme  in  course  of 

preparation. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  (Cont inued). 

Future  Proposals  (contd. ) 

Parish.  Scheme .  Approximate 

Cost. 


Port bury  and  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  sea  £24,200 

East on-in-Gordano.  outfall  for  Portbury  Village  and  the 

East  on-in-Gordano  portion  of  that 
Parish.  Scheme  approved  by  Ministry 
in  general  principle  but  commencement 
deferred  for  consideration  in  next 
financial  year. 

Clapt on-in-Gordano.  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to  £9,000 

village.  Scheme  in  course  of  pre¬ 
paration. 

Backwell.  Extension  of  sewer  to  serve  19  £1,850 

properties  in  Church  Lane , Farle igh. 

Scheme  accepted  by  Council  but 
further  action  deferred. 


Long  Ashton.  Enlargement  and  improvement  of 

Long  Ashton  trunk  sewer  between 

village  and  Bristol  City  Boundary. 


Dundry  and  Long  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  to 
Ashton.  Dundry  Lane  and  Bridgwater  Road 

areas.  Scheme  deferred  and  in 
abeyance. 

Easton- in-Gordano.  Re-laying  of  sewer  at  Heywood  Road, 

pill,  to  replace  a  further  portion 
of  the  old  and  obsolete  Pill  sewer¬ 
age  system.  Work  sanctioned  by 
Ministry  as  being  urgent  and  was  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


£10,  000 


£8 , 500 


£1 ,200 


Commentary. 

At  the  end  of  1953  the  various  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes 
for  the  District  -  25  in  all  -  were  reviewed  and  an  attempt  made  to 
place  them  in  some  sort  of  priority  list.  One  scheme  only,  the 
salvation  of  the  Pill  sewerage  system,  has  been  completed.  A  very 
limited  part  of  the  Flax  Bourton  sewerage,  and  the  construction  of  the 
disposal  plant  has  been  completed.  A  start  has  been  made  on  the 
Nailsea  scheme,  sadly  marred  by  the  severe  limitation  of  its  scope. 

Some  alteration  in  the  order  of  priority  of  consideration  has 
taken  place,  with  Clapt on-in-Gordano  • gate -crashing’  because  the  Council 
has  increased  its  housing  responsibility  by  buying  old  cottages  for 
reconditioning.  A  very  important  scheme  at  Redcliffe  Bay  has  been 
shelved,  apparently  because  the  neighbouring  Urban  District  of  Portishead, 
with  whom  a  joint  scheme  was  envisaged,  has  serious  problems  of  its  own. 

It  is  natural  that  residents  of  the  Rural  District  are  showing 
considerable  irritation  at  the  realisation  that  the  provision  of  these 
services  is  almost  wholly  dependent  upon  the  presence  of  Council  houses. 
And  in  several  villages  a  plant  is  erected  for,  and  only  for  the 
service  of,  Council  House  Estates,  even  though  these  may  only  consist 
of  comparatively  few  houses. 


With  piped  water  supply  and  modern  standards  of  cleanliness, 
cesspool  drainage  is  expensive,  inefficient  and  essentially  outdated. 
The  problem  in  Rural  Areas  calls  for  a  much  higher  priority  than  at 
present  permitted  and  substantial  Government  grants  are  called  for  in 
fairness  to  those  citizens  who  do  not  benefit  from  the  grant-aided 
Council  House  schemes. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  is  removed  by  direct  labour,  using  four  vehicle s:- 

Two  7-8  cubic  yard  Ford  vehicles 

One  10  cubic  yard  Ford  vehicles,  and 

One  18  cubic  yard  S.&  D.  vehicle  which  was  put  into  service 
on  September  12th.  (This  machine  is  powered  with  a  Diesel 
engine,  which,  although  dearer  than  a  petrol  engine,  is 
cheaper  to  run  and  maintain). 

Collections  are  made  weekly  in  9  Parishes  and  fortnightly  in  the 
remainder.  All  Parishes  are  served. 

TRADE  REFUSE  is  catered  for  at  the  following  charges: - 


Per 

•  bin  . 

up 

to 

5  c 

:wt . . 

.  3/6d 

per 

load 

Up 

to 

10 

cwt . . 

.  7/- 

u 

it 

up 

to 

15 

cwt . 

.  10/- 

tt 

H 

up 

to 

20 

cwt . . 

.  15/- 

tt 

If 

every 

additional  ton . . 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  three  controlled  Tips,  and 
none  by  incineration  or  uncontrolled  tipping. 

After  much  searching  a  large  Tip  has  been  established  at  Wraxall 
Piece,  while  the  Barrow  one  v/as  completely  filled  in. 


SALVAGE. 

The  following  sums  were  raised  from  the  sale  of  salvaged  paper, 
(mainly),  rags  and  metal  during  the  year.  In  August  an  added  incentive 
was  given  to  the  staff  involved  by  increasing  their  bonus  to  20%. 


January 

£  34.  3. 

4- 

July 

£  61.  8.  0. 

February 

29.  9. 

o. 

August 

138.11.  0. 

March 

55.15. 

9. 

September 

121.14.  0. 

April 

76.  0. 

9. 

October 

159.18.  2. 

May 

59.18. 

0. 

November 

119.  0.10. 

June 

86.  1. 

8. 

December 

107.  8.  0. 

Total  for  year  £1,049.  9.  3* 

There  is  a  natural  fall  in  the  paper  collected  in  the  Winter  months. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  a  charge  is  made:- 

Domestic  Premises  15/-  per  load  (800  gallons). 

Business  Premises  17/6  per  hour. 

The  contents  are  generally  deposited  in  a  convenient  manhole, 
but  may,  with  the  landholder' s  permission,  be  spread  upon  a  field.  It 
is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  do  this  without  offence  to  some 
householder.  Appeals  for  a  free  service  continue  to  be  made. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  estimate  is  made  of  conditions  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1)  W.C.'s  9000  (2)  Chemical  Closets  600 

(3)  Pail  Closets  900  (4)  Other  20 

No.  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  during  year  35* 
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CAMPING  SITES. 

Permanent . 

(a)  No.  of  licences  issued  for  individual 

movable  dwellings.  42 

(b)  No.  of  camping  sites  for  which  licences 

have  been  issued.  18 

(c)  Maximum  allowed  per  acre  16 

(d)  Estimated  number  of  campers  resident 

during  year  300 


Seasonal . 

Nil 

1 


2000 


Commentary. 

A  need  is  felt  for  some  standardisation  of  the  conditions  to  be 
demanded  at  Caravan  Sites.  As  a  legacy  of  much  more  difficult  housing 
conditions,  some  sites  are  still  partly  occupied  by  wooden  makeshift 
structures,  grandly  called  chalets,  which  can  be  decaying  shells 
covered  with  layers  of  waterproof  sheeting.  Similarly  there  are 
ancient  busbodies  and  caravans  that  need  replacement.  A  constant  eye 
has  to  be  kept  on  the  erection  of  outhouses  beyond  the  standard  size 
and  use. 


Your  officers  make  efforts  to  get  conditions  rectified  by 
condemning  decrepit  dwellings,  and  seeing  that  Camps  are  kept  tidy 
and  that  proper  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided. 


SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHS. 

There  is  but  one  in  the  District,  that  maintained  by  the  Ashton 
Court  Country  Club.  It  is  scientifically  and  efficiently  provided 
with  purified  safe  water.  The  average  fine  weather  attendance  varies 
from  15  to  50  daily. 


HOUSING. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  of  Permanent  Dwellings  in  District  7463 

Total  number  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  1165 


Number  erected  during  the  year  by  Local  Authority  43 

Number  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  116 

Total:  159 

Number  in  course  of  erection  by  Local  Authority  85 

Number  in  course  of  erection  by  Private  Enterprise  113 

Total:  193 


Number  gained  from  conversion  of  large  houses  or 
buildings  into  flats  or  dwellings  (Private  Enterprise)  II 


UNFIT  HOUSES. 

It  was  estimated  that  there  were  327  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under  Section  11  or  Section  25 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  Council  felt  that  some  10  years  would 
be  required  to  deal  with  the  problem.  There  were  9  houses  already 
covered  by  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders. 

It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with  some  160  of  these  houses 
during  the  next  five  years. 

It  is  impossible  to  deal  with  the  question  until  houses  are  avail¬ 
able  into  which  to  move  tenants. 
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HOUSING.  (Continued). 


NUMBER  OF  POSTWAR  HOUSES  ERECTED  from  1st  April,  1945,  to  51st  December, 
1955. 


By  Local  Authority 

796 

By  Private  Enterprise 

480 

New  Houses. 


The  following 

table 

shows  the  progress  made 

over  the 

last  6  years. 

Year.  Erected  by 

the 

Erected  by 

Total  • 

Local  Authority. 

Private 
Enterprise . 

1950  84 

1951  62 

1952  88 

1953  169 

1954  104 

26 

20 

32 

68 

117 

110 

82 

120 

237 

221 

1955  43 

116 

159 

HOUSING  PROGRAMME  a 

,s  outlined  in  December, 

1955. 

Parish  or  Scheme. 

Total 

Under 

1956  Programme. 

Remarks. 

Const rue ti on . 

Backwell 

Westfield  Rd. 

14 

- 

14 

— 

Backwell . 

Lulsgate 

24 

- 

12 

Awaiting  Site 
works. 

Cleeve. 

24 

- 

- 

Site  not  yet 
obtained. 

Dundry. 

16 

10 

- 

6  completed. 

Ea  st  on- in- G  or dan  o . 

Marine  Parade. 

70 

52 

14 

4  not  started 

14  awaiting 
site  works. 

East  on-in-Gordano. 

Rudgleigh  Rd. 

60 

- 

60 

Flax  B  our  ton 

16 

16 

- 

Long  Ashton 

?180 

— 

50 

Site  not 
obtained. 

Na  il  sea. 

210 

— 

51 

Awaiting  site 
works. 

Port  bury. 

10 

- 

- 

Awaiting  sewers 

Winf ord. 

12 

- 

- 

Awaiting  sewers 

Wraxall. 

8 

8 

- 

TOTALS 

644 

86 

201 
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Number  of  Temporary  Housing  Units  occupied  190 

Number  of  houses  found  overcrowded  3 

Number  of  houses  closed  5  ;  demolished  17 

Number  made  fit  during  the  year  49 

NUMBER  OF  APPLICANTS  for  COUNCIL  HOUSES  (31.12.*  55)  673 


Temporary  Housing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  using  hutments  for  the 
temporary  housing  of  families  as  follows: - 


Brockley  Camp  23 
Easton  Camp  26 
St.  George's  Camp  5 
Mart combe  3 
Lulsgate  22 


The  complete  evacuation  of  first  four  of  these  camps  as  soon  as 
possible  has  been  considered  to  be  the  Council' s  duty. 

There  are  also  163  dwelling  units  at  Tyntesfield  Park,  which  is 
being  used  in  this  process,  but  the  tenants  here  also  demand  priority 
in  rehousing.  The  elimination  of  a  costly  central  hot-water  heating 
system  has  rendered  these  brick  huts  very  liable  to  damp  from 
condensation  and  materially  lowered  their  standard  as  housing.  In 
any  case,  the  Council  is  unlikely  to  be  allowed  the  use  of  these 
buildings  for  many  more  years. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  to  accommodate  all  these  tenants  is  a 
heavy  responsibility  which  must  delay  the  dealing  with  the  problem 
of  the  old  unfit  house. 


One  of  the  problems  to  be  met  in  considering  NEW  HOUSING  is  the 
proportion  of  various  houses  and  bungalows  of  different  bedroom  sizes. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  March,  1956. 


Numbers  of  COUNCIL  HOUSES  according  to  NUMBER  OF  ROOMS:- 


Pre-war 

Post-war 

Total 

%age  of  total. 

5  bedroom 

2 

2 

4  bedroom 

27 

2 

29 

2.6  f0 

3  bedroom 

264 

655 

919 

8  0.  0  % 

2  bedroom 

10 

164 

174 

15.3  % 

1  bedroom 

14 

— 

14 

Total 

317 

821 

1.138 

100 

(15) 
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HOUSING  (continued) 


In  assessing  the  ultimate  needs  of  the  District,  the  1951  Census 
gives  us  figures  on  which  to  estimate  of  the  distribution  of  the  Age 
Groups  and  the  Sizes  of  Households. 


Population 

in  Age 

Groups. 

(1951 

Census  for  Rural  Dis 

trict ) 

Age 

Mai  e 

Female 

Total 

15  -  59or65. 

Total 

Wage  earning. 

Over  15. 

o 

i 

H 

2575 

2  546 

5121 

15  -  44 

43  62 

4767 

9129 

45  -  64 

2742 

) 

45  -  59 

2498  ) 

5240 

14369 

65&plu  s 

1164 

) 

6  O&plu  s 

2330  ) 

3494 

17863 

It  is 

interesting  to 

note  that  persons  of  Old  Age 

Pension  age 

represent  nearly  25%  of  the  total  population  over  15  years  of  age. 

Of  the  over  60s,  277  males  were  either  single  or  widowed,  while 
the  number  for  the  female  sex  is  703. 

Private  Households  (family  units)  in  size  (1951  Census) 

No.  of  persons  Number  of  N o.  living  in  6-or-more 


in  Household. 

units. 

roomed 

1  person 

558 

64 

2  persons 

1832 

295 

Totals 

2390 

359 

3,  4  &  5 

3603 

790 

6  &  over 

511 

2  00 

Grand  Total 

6504 

1349 

The  one  and  two  person  households  represent  either  37  or  40  per 
cent  of  the  Total,  depending  on  whether  the  occupants  of  large  houses 
are  included  in  the  calculation. 

FQJR  out  of  every  TEN  HOUSEHOLDS  are  of  one  or  two  persons, 
presumably  needing  TWO  BEDROOMS  only. 

Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949-54. 

No.  of  Applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Council:- 


Received. 

Appr  oved. 

Rejected. 

Under  Con- 
sideration . 

Withdrawn. 

Aps.  Houses. 

Total 

Aps.  Houses. 

Aps.  Houses. 

Aps. 

Hou  ses. 

Aps . 

Houses 

31.7.49  46  48 

to 

31.12.54. 

33  35 

7  7 

1 

1 

5 

5 

During 

1955.  56  60 

45  48 

7  8 

1 

1 

3 

3 

TOTALS  102  108  78  83 

Average  Cost  per  dwelling  approved 
Average  Rent  fixed 

14  15 

£737 
£89  per 

2 

annum. 

2 

8 

8 

(16) 
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Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  -  54 .  (continued) 

It  will  be  noted  that  more  Grants  were  made  during  the  year  than 
over  the  previous  five.  This  has  involved  a  great  increase  in  work 
for  the  Surveyor  and  his  staff.  The  elimination  of  items  of  repair, 
the  checking  of  the  standard  of  work  proposed  and  the  tenders  of 
costs  and  the  suitability  of  the  premises  has  called  for  much  care  and 
time.  It  has  been  encouraging  to  see  the  salvation  of  some  houses 
from  condemnation  for  demolition. 


FOOD. 

MILK. 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  20 

No.  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises 

(other  than  Dairy  Farms)  7 

No.  of  Licensed  Dealers  of  Designated  Milk  22 

No.  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to 
distributors  7/hose  dairy  is  outside  District  6 


One  case  of  dirty  bottling  was  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the 
County  Milk  Authority. 


ICE  CREAM. 


No.  of  premises  registered  for;- 

Manufacture  and  retail  2 

Manufacture  only 

Retail  only  64 

Sampling. 

25  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for  examination  and  were 
graded  as  follows;  - 

Grade  1  8;  Grade  3  1. 

Grade  2  7;  Grade  4  9. 

A  deficiency  of  cream  fat  was  found  in  one  maker’s  sample. 
Poor  quality  in  other  Ice  Cream  was  found  to  be  due  to  faulty 
methods  of  transport  from  the  makers. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


There  are  five  (5)  private  slaughter-houses  licensed  in  the 
District  and  four  (4)  of  them  are  operating.  We  have  no  Bacon  Factories 
nor  places  where  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  or  other 
purposes. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

'THikjp  Meat  inspection  has  entailed  an  extra  load  on  the  staff  and  a 
s^e-eftd  Sanitary  Inspector  was  taken  on  the  staff  from  February  to  deal 
with  the  work* 

The  following  are  details  of  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and 
condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year;- 


Cattle 

including 

C  ows  ♦ 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Iambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (all  inspected) 

1028 

356 

3590 

3438 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  candemned 

2 

6 

10 

4 

Carcases  where  part  condemned 

194 

— 

216 

50 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or  cysticerci. 

18 . 1% 

1.7# 

6.3  # 

1.6# 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  where  part  or  organ 
condemned. 

63 

- 

— 

48 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

6.8# 

1.4# 

No  evidence  of  Cysticercosis  was 

found  in 

any  carcase. 

Weight  of  meat  condemned  in  lbs 
(a)  for  tuberculosis 

6460 

340 

(c)  Other 

4340 

300 

954 

728 

Total  (in  lbs. )  condemned 

10800 

300 

954 

1068 

Condemned  meat  is  stained  and  is  then  collected  by  a  recognised 
firm  of  fertiliser  and  animal-food  manufacturers  for  treatment. 


OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Some  64  tins  of  food,  mainly  fruit,  were  condemned  and  destroyed 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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FOOD.  (Continued) 

FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  number  and  types  of  business  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District 

are 


Butchery  17 
Grocers  and  Provisions  53 
Cafes,  Snack  Bars,  etc.  24 
Hotels,  Inn,  Guest  Houses  62 
Greengrocery  14 
Bakery  and  Confectionery  14 
Fishmongers  5 
Fried-fish  Shops  3 
Cider  Manufacturers  3 
Mineral  Water 

Manufacturers  1 
Wine  Bottling  1 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933  -  Section  14. 

Inspections  of  premises  are  freely  and  frequently  made.  ho 
enforcement  action  was  necessary  and  unsatisfact ory  conditions  were 
rectified  without  the  need  to  take  legal  action. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  31  notifications  during  the  year,  constituting  4  outbreaks, 
from  identifiable  organisms  in  2  cases,  while  in  the  other  two  a  cause 
could  not  be  found.  25  cases  occurred  in  a  boys’  school,  all  on  the  one 
day,  and  no  particular  food  could  be  incriminated.  A  hospital  had  some 
cases,  and  while  no  person  or  food  could  be  found  as  the  cause,  the 
kitchen  arrangements  showed  the  need  for  improvement. 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  4 

(b)  Number  of  cases  31 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  NIL 

(d)  Organisms  responsible 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  4 

Cl.Welchii  (heat  resistant)  25 
Unknown  2 

(e)  Food  involved.  Unidentified. 


SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Further  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  smoke  from  a  factory  chimney. 
Notice  of  contemplated  legal  action  brought  abatement  and  promise  of 
structural  alterations. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  194-8. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  ESDI CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  in  respect  of  the 

Year  1955» 


(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

Number  on 

Register . 

In spections. 

Written 

Notices . 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

1 )Fact ories -in  which 

Sects  1,2,3, 4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

8 

6 

2  factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sect. 7 
is  enforced  by  L.A. 

70 

51 

2 

3) Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  by 
L.A.  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises). 

TOTAL 

78 

57 

2 

— 

(2)  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

Particulars .  Number  of  Cases. 

Found. Remedied  Referred  Prosecuted. 

To  H.M.Inspr.By  H.M.Inspr. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding' 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
Inadequate  Ventln. 

Poor  drainage  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences 
TOTAL 


PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 

OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110.  &  111) 


As  far  as  we  know  there  were  no  Outworkers  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  remains  good,  calling  for 
continued  watchfulness  but  not  anxiety.  With  the  prevalence  of 
primitive  sewage  disposal,  the  appearance  of  any  intestinal 
infection  calls  for  vigilance. 

The  character  of  the  District  shews  little  change.  One  light 
industry  has  been  admitted  in  Yatton  and  the  development  of  the 
Ashton  Vale  Trading  Estate  proceeds  rapidly. 

Housing  commands  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  your  Staff, 
particularly  the  examination  of  claims  for  Improvement  Grants. 

Food  Hygiene,  through  meat  inspection  and  the  enforcement  of  the  new 
Regulation  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  take  up  much  of  their  time. 
They  serve  your  Council  well,  and  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of 
repeating  my  thanks  to  them  also. 

In  tendering  this  Report  for  your  information  and  consideration, 
I  must  again  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  understanding 
and  support. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


M.  C.  O’  CONNOR. 

D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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